1 



J f f tCLCASEIIT 
fimu i0mLi$£iicE ASEiicr 
SSmeifHirHIIIISEXEHPriOll 3B2B 
M4/ I l/AU CR IM£S fl / SCLOSURE ACT 
tATf 2068 

DISPATCH NO. . 



(SPtCfFY AIR OR 6EA POUCH) 






CLASSIFICATION 



Chief,’ SE 






26 December 1955 



niFO: r 

C- J 



SUBJECT: general— Operational 

SPECIFIC— c "^Liaison with German I3 






REF: Sm-910, 28 September 1955 j 

Headquarters Action Requested: Traces on Heinrich 3ITZER 



h. . ;} 



Dea^m^H, the Istaibul representfetj^ of Radio Free Europe, on conversations 
the Mt^r had had with HeinriqiHf^ZER (see German Primer and paragraph 
U belowA on the subject of the ^mansion of the German intelligence effort 
in Ifurkey* KOCH reports that B^^iR has been acting as liaison between the 
local chief of the German inteMigence (liU) and(^, ^ The purpose in 
this preliminary liaison is to' establish agreement on fEe form ^at an espanded 
German intelligence effort will take, i«e., whether its personnel should 
operate u^er attache cover, under some other consulate cover or conpletely 
covertly.^ ^ allegedly has stated that he does not care tdiat form it 
takes as long as “He is kept informed. BITZER stated that he had been asked 
to- make suggestions on this subject, based on his long exp^ience in Turkey 
and his knowledge of the Turks. However, BITZER feels that jit is not up to 
him to make any suggestions, claiming that he is no longer, derive in the 
^telligence field. \ \ j 

2 • BITZER further stated that the visit to Turkey of TheodajJt !MNK», V/est German 
Minister of Defense, was at the initiative of the German^ telligence Service ( 
and had the following purposes? z' ^ 

a. To offer an exchange of military experience and 4ieapons, primarily to 
flatter the Turks; 

b«- To arrange for the establishment of military observers in Turkey, some 

of whom would not necessarily be attaches, but would have civilian status; 

c. To induce Turkey to support the assignment of German officers to MTO;*' "" 

d. Primarily to establish a base for intelligence operations into southeas-tern 

, Europe and the USSR. — 
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BIT2jiR's reasoning behind the above is based on the fact that the idrJLstry 
of iJefense, and therefore the Abwehr, h^s cabinet rank, which, for instance, 
ZIPPiSS . does not have. For this reason an all-deman effort in an official 
organization can only develop through BiAivK's office, ihe Turks, furthennore 
feel that ZlPPiS is too penetrated by Americans and want no part of a Gerrano- 
American organization. They are friendly vdth the Gemans, have a long 
tradition of military cooperation, and are willing to work closely once utore 
with the German Tntelligence, not caring that the Americans know the fact of 
the cooperation, but unwilling that they know ohe extent and t>-pe of the 
cooperation. SI’TZBR feels that Txirkey is in a strategic area in which the 
Germans have a chance to develop an independent intelligence service free 
Allied interference. 

ZEE, whose mother was Jewish and father German, is the nephew of Heinrich 
ZFEID, a prominent local business man of German-Jewish extraction. 31T2JS. 
at present th*e director of the Ernest Fasting Conroany dealing in ins’urance 
shipping and is also the local representative of the Deutsche-Levant line. 
(According to(3. Schenker and Con^iany, a stronghold of German intelli- 

gence in Istanbul during horld War II, has been re-organized under th^e name 
of Fasting, although the former still appears in th£ Istanbul telephone 
directory under 52 ^'fiCER.) ^says that BITZIiH. is a man of great 

intelligence, but of low moral character and has a great weakness for worsen 
other tha 9 his attractive wife. He says that BIT21EH gre^c^rich during the 
World War II in Istanbul where he operated as a protege cf 
iIS. He left for C-ennany in 19h3 where he later "had dealings 
ricans, and returned to Turkey in 1950 where pfi I'as^ince had 

- ^3, the nature of which are unknown 

recently BITSER had a secretary/mistress named Eeatri^!C^^^diyB2?f0LF, 
born approximatelylin 1920. I'liss hiEBENlvOLF resigned as BITZ^Sis secretary 
in th'bxfall of I9^^t^d assumed 'Turkish citizenship. She is currently 
known as BeatriQpifuvCOPRAK. \ 
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If this statement is triie, it can be assumed thiat other members of 

_3know aobut it, making it peculiar that they accept 3ITZ3B 
as a iiaison man between themselves and the C-erman IS. 
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_ .3 states that for the last year and one-half, the Ernest Fasting 

omociny has handled no commercial dealings whatever betvjeen West Germany 
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jmd IHtrkey, owing to the latter's economical difficulties. In spite of this 
lasting appears to be thriving, leading us to believe that it is* partly, if 
not wholly, supported by the './est Qernan government. 
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